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Film Title
Chasing Natives

Log Line
Bearded and determined, two charismatic fly fishermen promote conservation 
by examining the diverse cultural, ecological and economical obstacles affect-
ing native fish management around the globe.  

Contact Info
Tell Media House, LLC
118 W Broadway Ave. Suite B
Missoula, MT 59802
(406) 437-3627
info@tellmediahouse.com
www.chasingnatives.com
www.tellmediahouse.com

Joshua R. Johnson
Producer
josh@tellmediahouse.com 

Dillon Jenkins
Producer
dillon@tellmediahouse.com

Technical Info
TRT: 60-80 minutes
Aspect Ratio: 16:9 or 1.85
Shooting Format: 4k
Color, English
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*** Press Release***
January 24th, 2019

Filmmakers raising funds for worldwide fly fishing film
Missoula, Mont.—Local filmmakers announced they plan to team with two fly fishermen 
to create a film documentary about fishing and conserving exotic species in their native 
habitats. Montana filmmakers Joshua R. Johnson and Dillon Jenkins will collaborate with 
anglers Cameron Cushman and Marcos Mazzola of South Florida, to create “Chasing 
Natives,” a feature-length documentary film following the two fly fishermen as they travel 
the world in pursuit of native fish species in their natural habitats, while also examining the 
management and conservation efforts of those habitats. 

The angling adventure includes travel to Montana, Slovenia, South Africa, Nepal and Japan 
where the two will not only present enticing flies to their bucket-list fish, but also speak 
with locals, government agencies and biologists about the measures taken to ensure the 
sustainability of each habitat. 

The film will be far from “doom-and-gloom,” but rather take a positive approach to telling 
the story of how different cultures within different locations tackle the management of their 
waters and the fish that depend on them.

The filmmakers are currently working on fundraising efforts with individual and industry 
sponsors who would like to contribute to film production.

For more information about making contributions to the production of “Chasing Natives,” 
please visit www.chasingnatives.com. 
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Synopsis (short)
Cameron Cushman and Marcos Mazzola embark on a fly fishing expedition, taking them to Montana, 
U.S.A, Slovenia, Nepal, South Africa and Japan where they examine how native fish, and the rivers 
they inhabit, are managed. Their journey isn’t merely about the act of catching fish as much as it 
is about the total experience; learning about managing water, connecting with and protecting native 
species around the world.

                
Synopsis (long)
Chasing Natives follows two friends and fly fishing addicts, Cameron Cushman and Marcos Mazzola, as 
they scour the world in search of opportunities to fly fish native, threatened species in exotic locations, 
and simultaneously promote fish conservation efforts. During their journey they traverse continents, 
bathe in culture shock, indulge in unfamiliar foods, move to local music, and find exotic fish, while 
getting lost in the experience along the way. 

The film will take a look at river and fisheries management in five colorful locations around the globe. 
The conservation message of these fisheries will be told through the eyes of the two hosts as they 
embed themselves in local cultures, make new friends, and, of course, fly fish for species they never 
thought they’d catch. Chasing Natives not only examines the conditions which led to the demise and/
or recovery of particular fish species and their river habitat, but looks at what is being done to improve 
the health of these populations. Cameron and Marcos will be traveling to Slovenia, South Africa, Nepal, 
Japan and Montana, U.S.A, where they will meet with local fisheries experts, to include biologists, 
fishing guides, local fisherman or village elders, and discuss the past, present and future state of their 
particular fishery. In Montana, they will be examining the management of bull trout and westslope 
cutthroat trout. Westslope cutthroat trout have become a victim of hybridization as they interbreed 
with non-native rainbow trout. Pure-strain westlopes are now limited to 3% of their historic range. 
Additionally, for a century, bull trout have fallen victim to overfishing, eradication, invasive species 
competition, destruction of habitats and rising water temperatures. Cameron and Marcos will also look 
at the challenges and successes the state is having in ensuring both species’ survival.
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Synopsis (long) continued

Conversely, Slovenia is a huge success story in fisheries recovery. Similar to westslope cutthroat trout, 
marble trout were victim to hybridization. Brown trout were stocked in marble trout waters to help 
improve fishing stocks, but since they are genetically similar to marble trout, they interbred, critically 
reducing pure-strain marble trout populations. Brown trout stocking has since ceased, as stocking 
of pure marble trout from populations kept isolated from interbreeding areas by waterfalls helped to 
drastically improve their recovery over the last two decades. Today, Slovenia is the premiere fly fishing 
destination in Europe.  

South Africa is well known for its wealth of African wildlife, beautiful national parks and stunning 
coastlines. South Africa has also become a fly fishing destination. The native yellowfish are a sought 
after species found throughout many of South Africa’s river systems. However non-native species to 
include rainbow trout, small and largemouth bass, tilapia and carp have negatively impacted the native 
fish. The South African government has initiated alien fish eradication programs aimed at improving 
conditions for native species like the yellowfish. This does create some conflict between local fishing 
outfitters who depend on the non-natives species. 

Nepal is the rooftop of the world. More than 6,000 rivers flow down from the Himalayas and supply fresh 
water for millions of people and are also home to the golden mahseer, a large and beautiful member 
of the carp family. Years of overfishing and methods, such as netting and even electro-shock (though 
illegal), has adversely affected the golden mahseer. Over the last decade, however, the golden mahseer 
have become a target of recreational anglers from around the world, which has brought attention to the 
species as well as positive economic benefits for the tourism industry. 

The north island of Japan is the least populated and remote area of the island nation. Hokkaido is 
also one of the snowiest places on the planet. The island even has a sizable population of brown 
bears similar to the North American grizzly. There is a large animal living within a few of the area’s 
river systems too, the Sakhalin taimen, which can grow to over four feet long. The species is sea-run 
and has suffered from loss of habitat and barriers in the rivers such as dams and narrow culverts. In 
2006, the species was added to the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List as 
critically endangered. Efforts between the government, private companies and non-profit conservation 
groups have been working to improve the taimen habitat, which is limited to a few rivers on the north 
island of Japan and far Eastern Russia. 

Chasing Natives is not a doom-and-gloom story. The overall tone of the film is positive in its messaging 
as it explores successful methods and what lies ahead for sustaining these native species in places that 
are diverse culturally, economically and ecologically. This film is an immersive cinematic experience 
that is as epic as Cameron and Marcos’ quest to hook into exotic fish and promote fishing conservation 
while soaking in the grandeur of life.  
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I’ve been on the water my entire life as a bass fisherman, but it wasn’t until 2014 that I would 
pick up my first fly rod. Fast forward to 2017, I find my passion for native fish and my realization of the 
importance of conservation. I met Marcos Mazzola while we were both attending the Art Institute of 
Fort Lauderdale. I introduced him to the sport of fly fishing and we began venturing out, fishing both 
freshwater lakes and ponds and out on the salt at various locales on the intercoastal waterways. Fast 
forward to the winter of 2018, we have covered well over 20,000 miles in pursuit of native fish and the 
places they call home. From the Sierra Nevadas in California to the flats of the Florida Keys, I have 
been fortunate enough to fish for some of our country’s most beautiful species. In today’s age I think it 
is extremely important to bring awareness to all of the world’s native species in their respected habitat. 
Because the film perspective is on the global level, that is where I see the “Chasing Natives” film having 
such a huge impact. Our hope is to pass along the passion and bring awareness to these species while 
promoting conservation efforts all around the world. I am so thankful for the “Native bug” opportunity to 
create and be a part of such an important film, and the support that we have received so far has been 
a blessing.
  

Cameron Cushman
Host/Producer
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s p o n s o r s h i p
Help Us Tell This Story

Platinum: $10,000+

Gold: $5,000 - $9,999

Sapphire: $3,000 - 

$4,999

Silver: $1,500 - $2,999

Copper: $500 - $1,499

Tungsten: Gear 
Contributions

Sponsorship Tiers

As you can imagine traversing the world and filming a documentary isn’t cheap. The cost of airfare, 
lodging, food, gear, insurance and the vast amount other miscellaneous expenses that pop up all add 
up quickly. We need your help! We are actively seeking sponsors and contributors to help fund this 
project and help us raise awareness for fisheries conservation. If you’re an industry sponsor or would 
like to contribute to the film directly, please contact us. This film can’t happen without your help and 
we are truly humbled by all the support we’ve received so far.

 “Presented by” and Executive Producer credit in intro/end credits  + Logo 
title card in intro credits + Logo placement on Large Logo Title Card in end 
credits (among other large sponsor logos) + 5 social media product shout 
outs by Cameron and Marcos + product placement + logo and link to web-
site listed on the Chasing Natives’ website

Logo placement on Large Logo Title Card in end credits (among other large 
sponsor logos) + 3 social media product shout outs by Cameron and Mar-
cos + product placement + logo and link to website listed on the Chasing 
Natives’ website

Logo placement on Large Logo Title Card in end credits (among other large 
sponsor logos) + 1 social media product shout out by Cameron and Marcos 
+ logo and link to website listed on the Chasing Natives’ website

Logo placement on Small Logo Title Card in end credits (among other small 
sponsor logos) + logo and link to website listed on the Chasing Natives’ 
website

Co. name listed in end credits (among other small sponsor logos) + logo 
and link to website listed on the Chasing Natives’ website

Incentives similar to other tiers but on an individual basis
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